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[ERMON 


| = 
5 x 1 | 


Ne Duty of Benevolence and Brotherly Love, 


T 0 THE 


Right Rev? Father i in God, 
WIS#LIAMK 
Lord Biſhop of Durham. 


My Los, | 
EST Hoever attempts, in the beſt 
Va S Manner he can, to recom- 
mend Allegiance and Fide- 

e lity to the Crown, and uni- 
verſal Peace and Good-will among his 
Fellow Subjects; becomes entitled to 
your Lordſhip's Indulgence, and may 
even promiſe himſelf ſome Degree of 
your Approbation. 

I am ſenſible, my Lord, that the 
more you approve of ſuch an Underta- 
king, the greater Concern it will give 
you to find it here ſo feebly „ 
ut yet J have the Pleaſure of reflect- 


pag, with great Aſſurance, that your 
Lordſhip 


DEDICATION. 


Lordſhip had much rather ſee a goodl 


Meaning weakly ſupported, than an il 


one dreſſed up in the moſt plauſible 


Colours, and carried on with the utf R. 


moſt Advantage. 

That this Diſcourſe, however imper- 
fe, may contribute to promote a Senk 
of what is truly human, and truly Chr: 
ſtian; that diſengaged from the Preju 
dicesand Reſtraints of Party, our Heart 
may be open to all Mankind; that i 
Imitation of your Lordſhip's high Ex 


. 


ample, we may ſtedfaſtly propoſe th 


Maintenance and Advancement of tru 


Religion, and the publick Welfare; 
that purſuing theſe great Ends by you 
Lordſhip's wiſe Meaſures, we may be 


cordially affected, and immoveably at ;;; 


tached to our King, our Conſtitution 
and our Country; is the earneft Wiſh oj, 


My Lokp, 
Your Lordſbip s mo} obedient © 
and moſt humble Servant, | 


John Balguy|' 


Be 
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ROMANS x1. Part of the&tenth 


fſections for each other, and cannot diveſt them- 
ſelves of them, without groily corrupting their 


tion; prompting him to do Good, and, upon 


| Kindneſs. The Sight of any Object in great 


Verſe. 


Be kindly affetioned one to another, 
with brotherly Love; 


O ſecure, in ſome Meaſure, the 
Obſervance of this neceſſary 
| IV Duty, God has framed Mens 
A Ve Minds with ſuitable Propenſi- 

ties, and engaged them by na- 


tural Inſtiuct. They are born with kind At- 


Nature, and doing great Violence to their own 
Minds. Every Man, who is not thus depra- 


ved, perceives and feels in himſelf this Diſpo- 
all proper Occaſions, ſtirring him up to Acts of 


Diſtreſs nearly touches him, and before he has 
had Time to reflect, he finds himſelf power- 
fully moved. His very Spirits take the Alarm, 
and his Heart beats quick with Charity and | 
Compaſſion. In ſhort, he finds in himſelf a 1 


warm Inclination to relieve the unhappy Per- | 
fon, and is in Pain till he accompliſh it. In 
like manner, tho it be with leſs Emotion, ke 

| | + naturally 


þ 
(! 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


good Fortune that befals them. 


certainly extends, tho' in a different Degree, . 


exerciſed and exerted towards one another ; and 
moreover requires us to cheriſh it in this Lati-| 
tude, and take Pleaſure in it. For fo the * Orr 
ginal moſt properly fignifies — This being pre 
miſed, I beg Leave to conſider briefly, what 
Obligations we lie under, as Men, and as Chri- 0 


(2) 
naturally ſympathizes with the Happy as wel 
as the Miſerable ; rejorcing with them that n 
Joice, as well as weepimg with them that wey 
He will take a real Pleaſure in the Profperityq 
others, and be delighted with every Inſtanceq of 
This *. 
ſay, 1s the natural Temper of Mens Ming 
which accordingly appears, and ſhews it ſelf, uf 
all that are uncorrupted; who never fail to pu 
take of the Joys and Miſe: ies of their fellonf , 
Creatures. Conſcious of this Diſpoſi.ion wh 
ſtile it Humanity, thereby not only allowingif : 
to belong to our Nature, but appropriating if 
to our own Species. — It may not perhapf 
be needleſs to add, that the Object of theſe kind} 
Inclinations is alſo unlimited. We are indem 
too apt to reſtrain natural Affection to our Ki 
dred, not only in the Signification of the Word 
but in the Exerciſe of what it means; there Hed 
contracting it into a very narrow Compak| 
But this is a Corruption of our Nature, as wel] 
as of our Language. For natural Aﬀection 


our whole Species, and prompts us to embrace] g. 

Mankind with univerſal good Will. And thsf „ 
is agreeable to the Senſe of my Text, where 
the Apoſtle directs this natural Affection to be 


* Et; &AMinavs PiAGSogy or. | | ſtians, 


430 
ſtians, to cultivate and improve theſe kind Af- 
fections. And 

, 1 would enquire into the Reaſonableneſs 


of the Duty. That the Eſteem and Affection 
of our fellow Creatures is a real Good, needs 


no other Proof, than every Man's own Experi- 
ence. If we conſider it abſtractedly from its 


| beneficial Effects, even thus we may diſcover it 
PU to have an intrinſick Value; and that becauſe 
it is naturally grateful to the Mind that poſſeſ- 
ſes it, which of itſelf is a ſufficient Reaſon for 


ts being ſo generally defired and prized. How- 


| ever, it becomes much more valuable by thoſe 
Benefits and Services that low from it; Eſteem 
and Good-will are naturally accompanied with 
| an Inclination to perform good Offices. When- 
ever therefore we are in Poſſeſſion of the for- 
mer, we think ourſelves in ſome meaſure enti- 
tled to the latter; and for the Sake both of the 
one and the other, we all covet the Affections 
of other Men, and are deſirous of recommend- 


ing our felves to their Favour and Friendſhip. 


From hence it follows by the plaineſt Rule of 
Reaſon and Equity, that we ought to bear 


good Will towards them: For how can we 
expect that others ſhould be well-affected to us, 
if we be diſaffected, or even indifferent towards 
others? In like manner, how can we pretend 


to receive Kindneſſes and Benefits, if we refuſe, 


on a proper Occaſion, to confer them "_— 
ling Abilities and Opportunities equal, they 
muſt needs have the fame Title to our good 
Offices, that we have to theirs; becauſe no 

3 2 Reaſon 
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one another, if, inſtead of Kindneſs and Aﬀe- 
bility, they receiv'd each other with Averſion 


(4) 


Reaſon or Plea can poſſibly be alledged by u 


but what may equally be alledged by then 


The Obligations therefore between us, are, ant 

muſt be reciprocal, and by Conſequence a 
Men are obliged to be kindly affectioned, an 
friendly to each other. But, 


2dly, We may perceive even a Neceſſity df 


£2 


practiſing this Duty, in the very Condition an 


Circumſtances of ou; Beng. Man is by N. 
ture weak and indigent, and not capable alon 
of making any tolerable Proviſion for his om 
Welfare; he is liable to many Evils which k 
cannot redreſs; expos'd to many Wants whit 


he is not able to ſupply, and incumber'd wittf 
many Deſires which he knows not how to g 


tify. In all theſe Reſpects he ſtands in net 


of the Protection or Aſſiſtance of his fellof 


Creatures, and the fame helpleſs Condition be 


ing common to all Mankind, neceſſarily fu 


the whole Species in a State of Dependanc 
upon one another. Hence we find, that the 
ever had Recourſe to Society, as the comma 
Refuge of human Infirmities ; where, by: 
mutual Communication of Service, and Inter: 


change of good Offices, they might obtain thok} 
Comforts of Life which were not to be me 


with in Solitude. But how could this Point 


be gained, or how ſhould Society turn to amy 
Account, without thoſe kind Affections, and) 


that friendly Diſpoſition, which we are conſ- 
dering? If Men were generally diſinclined to 


and 


('s*) 


and Diſdain, if they were moroſe, and unſoci- 
able, contentious and quarrelſome, prone to 
give Offence, and commit Wrongs, and yet 


impatient of the leaſt Injury, and implacable 
in their Reſentments: If, I ſay, ſuch a Temper 


as this generally prevail'd, who ſees not that So- 
ciety would be a Curſe, inſtead of a Bleſſing ? 


Upon thisSuppoſi:ion the beſt and wiſeſt Thing 
that Men could do, would be to break up and 
diſperſe, to return into Solitude, and even hide 
themſelves in a Deſart. - But without theſe Ex- 
tremities, it is evident that the Happineſs of any 


u Community is diſturb'd and diminiſh'd, in Pro- 


portion to the Unkindneſs and IIl-will that a- 


t iſe in it. And even a bare Indifference, as far as 
it extends, defeats the End of Society, and ren- 


ders it uſeleſs to Mankind. If we turn the Sup- 


poſition the other Way, we may diſcover, 


Zaly, The great Advantage of a benevolent 
Diſpoſition, Let us then ſuppoſe a Society 
flouriſhing in Peace, and cemented by Love; 
where all the Members were inviolablv attach'd 
to the publick Good, and harmoniouſly conſpi- 


red in the Service thereof ; where unfeigned 


met good Will, and undiſſembled Affection, univer- 


fally prevail'd ; where every Man was a ſincere 


Friend to every Man; in a word, where all 
Men vigorouſly and chearfully exerted them- 


ſelves in Acts of Kindneſs, and Labours of 
Love: What could be more beneficial, or more 
delightful, than ſuch a Temper, and ſuch a 
Practice? What could ſooner, or better, or more 
effectually, advance and eſtabliſh the publick 


53 


. em a HE ED 


(6 ] 
Happineſs, and the Welfare of every Individu- 
al? The very Idea of ſuch a Society carries 4 


Proof along with it of the Point before us, and 


preſents to our View innumerable Pleaſures and 
Advantages, which, alas! we can only enjoy in 
Speculation. And as ſuch a Diſpoſition has 
a happy Influence on Society (which in Fact is 
always proportionable to the Prevalence of it) 


ſo it produces ſuitable Effects in the Minds of 


all who are bleſs'd with it. For not to mention 
that Peace and Tranquility which mult neceſ- 


ſarily ariſe from the Abſence of many turbulent 
and tormenting Paſſions, it may be laid down 
as a certain Truth, that ſo much Benevolence 


is in Reality ſo much Happineſs ; every Exer- 


ciſe of it is naturally pleaſing to him who h; 


truly poſſeſs d of it, and the higher it riſes, and 
the further it extends, the more delightful it be- 
comes. Generous Actions are a perpetual Gra- 
tification to a generous Spirit, and the charita- 
ble Man is ever feaſting upon his own Chari- 
ties: They often enjoy, in doing Good, a great- 
er, and more exquiſite Pleaſure, than the moſt 
refin'd Voluptuary ever taſted. —But the good 
Man's Satisfaction is not confin'd within the 


narrow Sphere of his own Abilities. Whatever | 


Good is done, or whatever Good is receiv'd, if 
it fall within the Compaſs of his Obſervation, 
or come to his Knowledge, he enjoys it in Refle- 


deſcend every where in ſuch Plenty and Profu- 
ſion, all adminiſter to his Comfort, and contri- 
bute 


Ction, and it becomes a real Addition to his own | t! 


Happineſs. The very Bleſſings of Heaven that 


(7) 


pute to the Increaſe of his Treaſure. Where- 
| ever they may directly fall, they are ſure to re- 


bound upon him ; foraſmuch as he continually 
rejoices at them, and is ever well pleas d with 
his Neighbour's Succeſs. In ſhort, he thus par- 
takes of all the Proſperity that he ſees or hears 


of, and 1s a Sharer of every Man's Joy. 
4thly, We may proceed to conſider the Ex- 
cellence of this benevolent Diſpoſition. And 


moſt certainly nothing can be more agreeable 


to the Dignity of our Natures, nothing can 


more improve or adorn our Minds, nothing can 


raiſe them to a higher, or nobler Pitch. What 


can be better, what more amiable, than kind 
Affections, and worthy Actions? Thoſe ſhining 


Characters in Hiſtory, which have been tranſ- 
mitted down from Age to Age with ſo much 


Applauſe, and charm'd every Reader; what In- 
gredients do they conſiſt of? Are they not made 
up of Benevolence, Kindneſs, Humanity, Ge- 
neroſity, publick Spirit, and the Love of Man- 


kind? Animated by ſuch Principles as theſe, 
the Benefactors of Antiquity perform'd the moſt 


illuſtrious Actions, ſurmounting all Difficulties, 
and chearfully facrificing Wealth, Eaſe, Liber- 


ty, and Life itſelf, to the publick Good. What 


Wonder, then, if ſuch Names be cover'd with 
Glory, and attract the Admiration of all Poſte- 
rity? And in Truth there is ſomething ſo beau- 


| tiful, fo lovely, in Beneficence and Kindneſs, 


that all Men of honeſt and undepraved Minds 
are naturally very much delighted with ſuch e- 
minent Examples of them. But the Excellence 
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6 
of this Temper chiefly conſiſts in its Conformi.| a8 
ty to the Goodneſs and Perfection of God him. not 
ſelf, who * maketh his Sun to riſe on the Fuſt au] Par 

on the Unjuſt. ＋ Who loads us with his Benefits | int 
and crowns us with Mercy and loving Kindnej, | her 
Who ſhowers down on all his Creatures Bleſſing Re: 
and Bounties in the greateſt Abundance, andi] Th 
every Moment communicating Good, and dis] ner 
fuſing Happineſs through a whole Univerſe and} pel 
all this without a Poſſibility of any other Vien,] gre 
than that of doing Good, and making happy. Apt 
Whatever then is the beſt Imitation, and the] ve 
neareſt Reſemblance of this Goodneſs that Men] den 
are capable of, muſt needs be moſt worthy, and] gin 
molt excellent, and conduce in the higheſt De- not 
gree to the railing, improving, and accompliſh C 
ing our Natures. And this is the very Caſe af] Me 
the Virtue I am treating of. For certainly no- all 
thing can be more divine than Love and Chari | roy, 
ty; nothing more god-like than doing Good. 
From whence we may juſtly conclude. not only | Sco 
that it is God's Will weſhould imitate him here- Þ is fo 
in, but that we ſhould be particularly careful to Þ the 
attain ſo great an Excellence, to arrive at ſo | not 
divine a Perfection. Thus far, then, our Obli- | ma; 
gations reach as we are Men, directed only by | pro 
the Light of Nature, and inſtructed by Reaſon, | ers. 
We are next to conſider ourſelves as Chrifti- | ye , 
ans, in which View we ſhall find our Obligations | Th 
carried to a much greater Height. Thoſe k:nd | ly: 
Ajections with which Nature and Reaſon joint- hig 
ly inſpire us, are by Chriſtianity exalted into | + 
therly Love; we are not to look upon ourſelves | iu 1, 


Mat. V- 45. - Pf. Ixvils 19. ciii. 4. 48 


* 


D 
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(9) 
as bound only by the Ties of Humanity; we are 
not to conſider our fellow Chriſtians barely as 


Partakers of the ſame Nature, but as Brethren, 


in the higheſt and moſt facred Senſe; as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, as Partakers of the ſame 
Redemption, and Coheirs of everlaſting Life. 
Theſe Conſiderations bind us in a peculiar man- 
ner to brotherly Love. And accordingly the Goſ- 

| every where enjoins and inculcates it with 
great StriEtneſs. * This is the Meſſage, ſays the 
Apoſtle, that ye heard from the Beginning that 
we ſhould love one another. And indeed it is evi- 
dent that Chriſt and his Apoſtles, from the Be- 
ginning to the End of their Miniſtry, breathed 
nothing but the pureſt Love, and molt fervent 


| Charity, They earneſtly exhorted and urged 


Men to it, and laid the utmoſt Streſs on it upon 
all Occaſions, Alt is ſtiled by the Apoſtle + He 
ral Law; it is repreſented as || the End of the 


\ Commandment, or, in other Words, as the main 


Scope and Drift of the Chriſtian Inſtitution. It 


zs ſaid to be ** the Bond of Perfectneſs, and FF 


the fulfilling of the Law. Our bleſſed Saviour 


not only moſt emphatically calls it [||| Yig Com- 


mandment, but makes Choice of it as the moſt 
proper Badge and Characteriſtick of his Follow- 
ers. * By this, ſays he, ſhall all Men know that 


e are my Diſciples, if you love one another. 


Thereby plainly informing us, that it is not on- 
ly an indiſpentible Duty, but a Virtue of the 
higheſt Rank, and the moſt eſſential Quality of 


[ 1 Tim. 5 
*+ Tb, xii. 35. 


a 


Jam. ii. 8. 


1 John iii. 11. 
John xv. 12. 


Il, 14. 


++ Rom. xiii. 10. 
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a Chriſtian, —And 


as Chriſt has given us ſuch 


mi 


Precepts concerning Love and Charity, fo he ſider: 
was himſelf the higheſt and moſt perfect Exam. ſejoic 
ple of it, that ever appear'd in the World. Thoſe þpon 


Characters, however illuſtrious, which I hinted 
at before, were as much beneath his, in all Re. 
| ſpects, as the Gentile Morality was inferior to 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel. Whenever we ſe 
riouſly reflect, who he was, and what we were 
and conſider at the ſame Time what he did, 
and wha he ſuffered, from firſt to laſt, for the 
ſinful andunworthy Race of Mankind; we im- 
mediately diſcover that there never was upon 
Earth any Love like his; a Love ſo active, fo in- 
| tenſe, ſo unlimited, and fo divine, that no Words 
are able to expreſs it, no Thoughtstoconceive it, 

Having thus conſider'd our Obligations, a 
Men, and as Chriſtians to perform this Duty; ! 
might proceed to obſerve, and lament the Def 
ciency and Diſproportion of our Practice, 1 
might alſo point out the chief Cauſes and Oe- 
caſions of it, and endeavour to lay down ſuch 
Rules, as ſeemed to conduce moſt to the promo- 
ting of Benevolence and brotherly Love: But 
the Remainder of my Time not allowing of 
many Particulars, I only beg Leave to inſiſt up- 
on one, and to offer an Expedient, which tho 


perhaps leſs regarded, yet ſeems to be of very | 


great Importance. 


What I mean is, that we would carefully 


guard our Minds againſt that Spirit of Party 


which uſually prevails ſo much among us, and 


to which we ſeem fo unaccountably addicted 1 


It 


bok 


Ls ) 
;muſt indeed be confeſs d, that it is of late con- 
derably abated, and good Reaſon have we to 


ſepoice at it. But then we ſhould not neglect it 
pon this Account; on the contrary, we ſhould 


bok upon this as a fair Opportunity of exerting 


. [urſelves, and expelling it quite from among us. 


ince our Diſtemper has remitted, it may now 
e more eaſily dealt with. We ſhould therefore 
if our utmoſt Endeavours to perfect a Cure, 
and prevent a Relapſe, It may be. juſtly que- 
on d, whether there be any Impediment to 
Love and Charity greater ahd more powerful 


than this; and therefore nothing is more to be 
- Imſh'd than an entire Removal of it. 


In order whereto, we ſhould do well to conſi- 
&r, what various Miſchiefs and Miſeries attend 
thow many Ways it tends to diſturb our Hap- 
pneſs,and embitter our Lives. And here it were 
aly to ſhew, how unavoidably it deſtroys the 
Peace of our Minds, by introducing needleſs Diſ- 


- | quietudes and Vexations, by kindling the moſt 


troubleſome Paſſions, and blowing up the Coals 
af Strife and Contention.—Itwere eaſy to ſhew, 
bow deeply it injures our Reputations, by occa- 
toning a mutual Propagation of Calumny and 
ander; by cauſing the faireſt Actions to be 
miſrepreſented and diſcoloured, by rendering 
t almoſt impoſſible for any Man, with his ut- 
moſt Endeavours, to give a general Content, 
or even gain any Approbation out of his own 
Tarty . might alſo obſerve how it tends to 
corrupt our very Under/tandings ; as it infuſes 


Into them innumerable Prejudices, and thereby 
uitiates our Judgments; as it draws them off 


from 


„„ 


e 7 7 1 2 — er - E 
2 * : IF or ——__——. — 9 * 
CCC in Ec OST — EI 

= Saas * © * 


8 = 2 
— 


27 

— 8 

ES 
——— 


2 


ws 2 
EEE . 2 
=. 4 b 


4g 


* 
TEE 


* — IT: . 
„„ 
— ue 


(12) 


from the Evidence of Things, and repreſent 
to them Queſtions and Facts in a falſe Light, 


as it renders them pliant, and ductile, and eas 


to be deluded; As it inures them to embrace 


Notorious Faiſhoods, and dizeſt the mot pal. 
But more elpecially 


pable Abſurdities. 
we ſhould conſider, how ill an Effect it hx 
on our Morals. It leſſens our Concern for 
Things of great Moment, and increaſes it for 
Matters of no Conſequence. It inclines us t 
Bigotry and Superitition, It tends to confound 
the very Diſtinctions of Good and Evil. | 
undermines Juſtice and Mercy, the main Pil. 
lars of all Religion. It roots up our kind Af. 


fections, and good Diſpoſitions; and inſtead 
of them fills our Hearts with Rage and Ran- 
cour. In ſhort, this Party Spirit eats into ou 


_ Breaſts like a Cancer ; 3 Corrupts and poiſon 
our beſt Humours; and in a great meaſure 


devouis that Love and Good-Will, which i; 
the chief Ornament of our Minds, and te 


_ Glory.of our Natures, 


Nor 1s it leſs injurious to the Public, than 


private Perſons. It is evident from the Na. 


ture of the Thing, and from what has been 
already obſerved, that nothing can have : 
greater Tendency to embroil a State, and 
throw it into the utmoſt Diſorder. As ſure 
as Love and Unity is the great Bond of Socie- 
ty, ſo ſure is Diviſion and Strife the Bane of it. 
Thoſe j jarring Aims, and interfering Motions 


which are produced by it, muſt neceſſarily oc- 


caſion Stops and Brenches among the W 
0 


tion 


y oc- 


heel: 
of 


(13) 
of Government. And if it riſe high, and be 
of long Continuance, the beſt and firmeſt Con- 
ſtitution in the World muſt at laſt fink under 
it — But let us appeal to Fact and Experi- 
ence. Does not this abundantly inform us, 


Pal-| that where Party-Strife is, there is Confuſion 


and every evil Work? Has it not ſometimes 
thrown us into the moſt dangerous Ferments ? 
Has it not put the Kingdom into Flames, that 
no Body knew how to extinguith ? and which 
in Spite of all Endeavours, have continued 


'$F 


and raged on to the next Generation ? —— 


It is with good Reaſon believed, that this 
Kingdom can only fall by its own Hands. So 
kind have Nature and Providence been to us; 
ſuch is our Situation, and ſo great our Strength; 
that if ever we come to Ruin, if ever we be 
brought to Deſolation, it muſt be by being di- 
vided againſt our ſelves. By that inteſtine 
Strife which preys upon our Vitals, and cuts 
the very Sinews of Government. Next to 


the Love of our whole Species, our ſtrong- 


eſt Obligations are to the Love of our Coun- 


try. And accordingly it is deeply rooted in 
'F our Natures, and hardly 


to be effaced by 
Time or Accident. What Pity it is ſo noble 
a Paſſion ſhould ever degenerate, and dwindle 
into Affection for a Party? 
Should it be enquired, what it is that thus 


ſtraitens our Minds, and contracts our Incli- 
nations; I believe this Miſchief would be found 


originally owing to Vanity and Self-Love. 
For how comes it to paſs that we are ſo much 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed with thoſe of our own Party? Becaug|/ 


they ſubſcribe to our Sentiments, and think x 
we do. And why are we ſo much offended a 
the Adverſary? Becauſe he rejects our Opini. 
ons, and follows his own. And what does al 
this amount to, but a Compliment paid to ou 
own Underſtandings ? It is not otherwiſe to be 
conceived, how the Opinions of others come to 
affect us, either with ſo much Complacency, 
or Diſpleaſure. : 

To theſe Conſiderations give me only leaye 


to add, what naturally offers it ſelf to out] 


Thoughts at this Time. As nothing can he 


more ſeaſonable, nothing more dutiful ; {61 


humbly ſuppoſe, nothing could be more ac- 
ceptable to our Gracious Sovereign, in this 
Beginning of his Reign, than for his Subject 
to make him a joint Sacrifice of all their re. 
maining Feuds and Animoſities. How juſt 
and ſolid a Pleaſure would it give him, to ſet 


all Diſcord, all Variance at an End ; and the 


Hearts of his whole People knit together in 


the Bonds of mutual Affection? Such a Pe 


riod put to our domeſtick Diſſentions, would 
not only contribute to his Repoſe ; would not 
only make his Crown fit eaſy upon his Head; 
but very much add to the Luſtre of it. Nay 
it would redound more to his Glory, than hold- 


ing the Balance of Europe, and being the aw- 


ful Umpire of contending Kingdoms. 
And as to our ſelves, what can be more bene- 


ficial, what more defirable ? are they not our 
Differences and Diviſions, that chiefly, at any | 


Time, 


(15) 
Time, obſtru& our Happineſs ? is not this the 
rery Evil, that lately hung over us, like a thick 


Cloud, and darkned our Proſpect? A Proſpect 
both then and now filled with ſuch Bleſſings, 


a not only intimately affect us, but promiſe Se- 
curity and Happineſs to many diſtant Genera- 
tions. If our Laws, our Liberties, our Religion 
he dear to us, we cannot but rejoice to ſee them 
o firmly guarded, and ſtrongly fenced. To fee 
the Throne filled by a Prince, who along with 
the Crown and Dignity of his Royal Father, 
inherits his high Qualities, and Kingly En- 


dowments ; who greatly approves and admires 


dur happy Conſtitution ; who is cordially de- 


wed to the Welfare of his People, and attach- 
d to them by Inclination, and Affection, no 
kf than by Intereſt. To ſee likewiſe round a- 
bout the Throne a hopeful, and numerous 
Progeny, blooming in all the Gifts of Nature, 
and bleſſed with all the Advantages of Educa- 
ton; from their Infancy formed to every 
Thing praiſe-worthy, by a Princeſs of the 
greateſt Virtue, and moſt conſummate Wiſdom. 


i | Theſe, and the like Bleſſings, how we may 
prize, now we have them, I ſhall not pretend 


to fay ; but moſt certainly if we had them not, 
we ſhould deſire them above all Things, and 
think them of ineſtimable Value. 


Upon the whole, if we have any Regard to 


our own Welfare, or the Intereſt of our Poſte- 
ity; if we bear any true Love to our King, 
or our Country; let us make it appear by en- 


tirely putting an end to our unhappy Diviſions. 


3 Let 
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Let us no longer exaſperate each other by vir 
lent Words, and opprobrious Terms of Diſtin. 6675 
ction; by injurious Actions, or diſobliging 
Treatment; bul be kindly affeftioned one to an. 
other with Brotherly Love. Let us diſtinguiſhIÞO 
our Selvesno otherwiſe, than by being perfecty 
well affected to our excellent Conſtitution in 
Church and State, and to Him who happily A 
prefides over both. And let no other Strife he|* 
prolonged among us, except who ſhall be moſtÞY 
zealous and active in the Service of the Public | eit 
This we may ſurely do, without engaging in 
any Party: provided we do but take Care 9 ff 
live peaceably and charitably with thoſe who 
have the Misfortune to be otherwiſe minded i 
We are obliged * in Meekneſs and Gentleneſs Hf pl 
inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe themſeFoes. This is the bag 
Chriſtian Rule; and no Difference of Opinion i C 
how wide ſoever, can ever juſtify our Depar- u. 
ture from it. To conclude, let us unani-| N. 
mouſly follow after the Things that make frÞd/, 
Peace. And ſince we are bleſs'd with the beſt 
Conſtitution, and the pureſt Religion in the] 2. 
World; and with the faireſt Hopes of a long ſbecy 
Enjoyment of Both: Since Divine ProvidencePiſco 
has diſtinguiſhed us by numberleſs Mercies and#r1/ 
Favours, above all the Nations round about us; [ite o 
let us ſhew our Selves grateful by a wiſe, à fool 
virtuous, and a peaceable Conduct; and ſtudy Piſer 
henceforward to walk e e Vocation ſond 
wherewith we are call dt. be At 
LSD | lance 
2 Tim. ii. 25» / 
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